
T R E N D I N G  N E W S  A N D  N O T E S  

Public Health doctoral student Sarah Alnahari was awarded 
a UC Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program (TRDRP) 
Predoctoral Fellowship to continue her community-driven 
research examining tobacco use among Arab Americans in 
the San Joaquin Valley. 

Professor Michael Thompson doesn’t usually work in immunology or 
drug development. But his use of X-ray crystallography — research that 
visualizes the structures of protein molecules to better understand how 
they function — has taken him in a new direction. 

After a lengthy and rigorous review by independent auditors, 
UC Merced can proudly announce it is the first public research 
university in the country to achieve carbon neutrality, 
two years ahead of its goal. 
 

“UC Merced has been on the cutting edge of 
sustainability in higher education since its inception.  
We are proud of our many achievements in 
reducing our impact on the environment, 
and this recognition of our carbon 
neutrality stands among the most 
meaningful we have yet received,” 
Chancellor Juan Sánchez Muñoz said. 

https://www.trdrp.org/
https://www.ucmerced.edu/content/michael-thompson
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/fellowship-advances-students-research-arab-american-smoking-behaviors
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/pandemic-inspires-chemist-open-new-avenues-research
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/campus-reaches-carbon-neutrality-ahead-schedule


Top 100 | No. 40 among public universities (US News & World Report) 

Top 100 | No. 56 among national universities (Washington Monthly’s 2020 College Guide & Rankings) 

Top 100 | No. 65 globally among universities younger than 50 years (Times Higher Education Young University Rankings 2020) 

Top 100 | No. 76 among national universities (Money’s 2020 Best Colleges) 

Top 100 | No. 86 among colleges and universities for Hispanics (Hispanic Outlook on Education Magazine) 

University of the Year (Education Dive's Dive Awards, 2018) 

“Best 386 Colleges,” two consecutive years (Princeton Review) 

No. 1 among public universities in outperforming expected graduation rates (US News & World Report) 

No. 3 in U.S. among universities younger than 50 years (Times Higher Education Young University Rankings 2020) 

No. 5 among all universities in social mobility (US News & World Report) 

No. 8 among all universities in economic diversity (US News & World Report) 

No. 12 most transformative colleges (Money’s 2020 Best Colleges) 

No. 13 among public universities for highest alumni giving rate (US News & World Report) 

No. 19 for social mobility (Washington Monthly’s 2020 College Guide & Rankings) 

No. 51 for least amount of debt incurred by graduates (US News & World Report) 

No. 145 for undergraduate engineering (among Ph.D.-granting schools) (US News & World Report) 

No. 171 for Best Value (US News & World Report) 

No. 1 in the nation for student outcomes (US News Best Colleges 2020) 

No. 1 among public universities in outperforming expected graduation rates (US News Best Colleges 2021) 

No. 5 in the nation for social mobility (US News Best Colleges 2021) 

No. 8 in the nation for economic diversity (US News Best Colleges 2021) 

No. 51 for least amount of debt incurred by graduates (US News Best Colleges 2021) 

No. 19 for social mobility (Washington Monthly’s 2020 College Guide and Rankings) 

No. 12 most transformative colleges (Money’s 2020 Best Colleges) 

No. 8 in the nation for performance of students who receive Pell Grants (Washington Monthly’s 2019 College Guide & Rankings) 

No. 8 in the nation for performance of first-generation students (Washington Monthly’s 2019 College Guide & Rankings) 

Only university in the nation to have all buildings LEED certified 

Highest marks on “Green Rating” (Princeton Review’s Best Colleges Guide, 2021) 

No. 1 in the nation for sustainable buildings (AASHE, 2020) 

Tied for No. 1 in the nation for sustainable research (AASHE, 2020) 

Tied for No. 5 in nation for sustainability investment and finance (AASHE, 2020) 

No. 10 in the nation in sustainable waste operations (AASHE, 2020) 

No. 6 overall among doctoral institutions (AASHE, 2020) 

No. 5 in the nation for sustainability (Sierra Club’s Cool Schools, 2020) 

· School of Engineering 
 No. 129 in the nation among graduate 
 schools (US News Best Graduate 
 Schools 2021) 
 

 No. 145 among Ph.D.-granting schools 
 for undergraduate engineering 
 (US News Best Colleges 2021) 
 

· Bioengineering 
 No. 117 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2021) 
 

· Computer Engineering  
 No. 106 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2021) 
 

· Electrical Engineering 
 No. 129 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2021) 
 

· Environmental Engineering 
 No. 84 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2021) 
 

· Materials Engineering 
 No. 98 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2021) 
 

· Mechanical Engineering  
 No. 117 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2021) 
 

· Biology 
 No. 175 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2019 
 

· Chemistry 
 No. 122 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2019 
 

· Mathematics 
 No. 144 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2019) 
 

· Physics 
 No. 146 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2019 
 

· Psychology 
 No. 90 in the nation 
 (US News Best Graduate Schools 2018) 

UC Merced, which just celebrated the 15th anniversary of its opening in 2005, is already recognized as one 
of the top universities for both its academic quality and its ability to transform the lives of its graduates. 
The university is highly ranked by several prestigious publications such as U.S. News & World Report, 
Washington Monthly, The Princeton Review, Money and others. It is increasingly being recognized 
for its outstanding academic programs and for its commitment to environmental sustainability.  

UCMERCED.EDU 
@UCMERCED 

*Official Numbers as Fall 2020 

https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-ranked-high-washington-monthly
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-rises-no-3-young-university-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-makes-strong-debut-money’s-best-colleges-rankings-value
https://www.hispanicoutlook.com/magazine-top-100
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2018/uc-merced-recognized-university-year-education-dive
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/university-makes-princeton-review-‘best-colleges’-guide-second-year
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-rises-no-3-young-university-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-makes-strong-debut-money’s-best-colleges-rankings-value
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-ranked-high-washington-monthly
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2019/uc-merced-takes-another-giant-leap-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-ranked-high-washington-monthly
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/uc-merced-makes-strong-debut-money%E2%80%99s-best-colleges-rankings-value
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2019/university-ranks-top-ten-nation-first-generation-student-performance-washington-monthly
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2019/university-ranks-top-ten-nation-first-generation-student-performance-washington-monthly
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-engineering-schools/university-of-california-merced-02439
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-engineering-schools/university-of-california-merced-02439
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/six-graduate-programs-recognized-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/six-graduate-programs-recognized-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/six-graduate-programs-recognized-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/six-graduate-programs-recognized-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/six-graduate-programs-recognized-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2020/six-graduate-programs-recognized-us-news-rankings
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2018/grad-programs-make-us-news-rankings-debut
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2018/grad-programs-make-us-news-rankings-debut
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2018/grad-programs-make-us-news-rankings-debut
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2018/grad-programs-make-us-news-rankings-debut
https://news.ucmerced.edu/news/2017/graduate-programs-rise-us-news-rankings-show
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyNyEcvKWcc&feature=youtu.be



